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' i ) THE SIGNIFICANCE ~~ THIS CHAPTER 
._, 
Matthew, chapter 24, is admittedly one of the most difficult 
portions of God's Word for many Christians to understand. 
Out of this misunderstanding has developed disagreement 
and even bitter controversy, and from this have issued two 
unfortunate results. First, there are sad divisions among Chris-
tians, and second, the Devil has won a double victory in that 
many preachers almost completely ignore this chapter in the 
Bible. 
Now it is not my intention to add to the confusion nor to the 
controversy, but rather to attempt an explanation of a portion 
of God's Word which occupies a unique place in the prophetic 
writings of Scripture. As a matter of personal observation, I am 
suggesting that a failure to understand Matthew 24 is to miss 
the meaning of the remainder of biblical prophecy. Read this 
chapter, and then the seal judgments in Revelation, chapters 
6-8, and you will see what I mean. At once you will detect in 
Revelation an orderly unfolding of events predicted by Christ 
in Matthew 24: 
A False Christ and a False Peace (Deception) 
Matthew 24:4, 5, 11, 24 Revelation 6:1, 2 
Wars and Reports of Wars 
Matthew 24:6, 7 Revelation 6:3. 4 
Famines 
Matthew 24: 7 Revelation 6:5,6 
Death 
Matthew 24:9 Revelation 6: 7, 8 
Persecution 
Matthew 24: 1 7 -20 Revelation 6:9-11 
Earthquakes and Pestilence 
Matthew 24:7 Revelation 6:12-16 
Signs in the Sun, Moon and Stars 
Matthew 24:29 cf. Luke 21:25 Revelation 6: 12, 13 
Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom 
Matthew 24: 14 Revelation 7 
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These 51 verses in Matthew 24 are verbally inspired as 
given by our Lord, and are, therefore, of inestimable value. 
They contain His last great utterances which He spoke to His 
disciples on Mount Olivet. Because of the geographical loca-
tion where Christ gave these weighty statements, they form 
the first part of that which is commonly called The Olivet 
Discourse , the full discourse being recorded in Matthew 
24: 1-25:46. (Mark records it in chapter 13, and Luke in chap-
ter 21 ). 
The significance of this chapter then, is a prophetic one, and 
I doubt that, in its correct interpretation, it can be overem-
phasized. 
THE SETTING OF THIS CHAPTER 
Now please notice the setting in which our Lord spoke these 
pertinent words, because both the time element and the cir-
cumstances are important. It was Passion Week, only two days 
before Christ would be formally betrayed and crucified. 
And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these 
sayings, he said unto his disciples, 
Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, 
and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified (Matthew 
26:1, 2) . 
I have called this the formal betrayal of Christ, because there 
had already been a former betrayal earlier by the religious 
leaders in the presence of the people of Israel. When the 
people beheld His miracles, some recognized in Him the Son 
of David, the Messiah of Israel, and many would have received 
Him. 
But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow 
doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of 
the devils. 
And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, 
Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desola-
tion; and every city or house divided against itself shall 
not stand (Matthew 12:24, 25) . 
It was because of their earlier betrayal that Israel rejected Him 
as their Messiah, and that because He was facing the Cross 
instead of the Crown. The Jews were Christ's own people, and 
it was to them He had come to offer Himself as their King, but 
"His own received Him not" (John 1: 11 ). Instead of recogniz-
ing and receiving Him as their Messiah and King, which they 
should have done, they rejected Him and plotted His death. 
The issue was quite clear. They did not want this man to reign 
over them (Luke 19: 11-14). Th us, He became their rejected 
King. When Pilate wrote the title on the cross, "JESUS OF 
NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS" (John 19: 19), the 
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Write not, The King of 
the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews" (John 
19:21). And so, the kingdom was postponed temporarily 
(Luke 19: 15 ), but definitely not cast aside permanently, an 
unmistakably clear truth that we shall see repeatedly as we 
progress in our study. 
At this point we should not by-pass the reaction of our Lord 
to the betrayal of those Jewish religious leaders. He pro-
nounces upon them nine "woes," calling them "hypocrites . .. 
fools ... like whited sepulchres which indeed appear beautiful 
outward but are within full of dead men's bones and of all unclean~ess ... serpents, generation of vipers ... " (Matthew 
23: 13-33). Here is a clear-cut cleavage. 
But the cleavage was not to be a permanent one. The 
solemn pronouncements of judgment came from our Lord's 
broken heart, for in almost the same breath He added, 
0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that ki/lest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not! 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say 
unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord 
(Matthew 23:37-39). 
It was the temporary parting of the ways between the 
Messiah and Israel, and with it came Christ's pronouncement 
of judicial blindness upon that nation. But the blindness was 
not to be a permanent condition, rather, ''till ye (Israel) shall 
say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.'' Take 
special note of that word ''till.'' It is a time word corresponding 
to another "till" of which Paul wrote, 
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For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant 
of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own 
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written. There 
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob: 
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins (Romans 11 :25-27). 
And so it was in just such a setting, when Christ had been 
rejected by Israel, that He delivered the Olivet Discourse. The 
point to be emphasized here is that the setting is strictly a 
Jewish one, and that in our Lord's moving lament in Matthew 
23:37-39, He is presenting in one brief summary the entire 
history of Israel, past and future, in relation to His Kingdom on 
earth. 
As we pursue our study of the Discourse, we observe, 
THE SUFFERING IN THIS CHAPTER 
Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall 
kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's 
sake (vs. 9). 
Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the moun-
tains: 
Let him which is on the housetop not come down to 
take any thing out of his house: 
Neither let him which is in the field return back to take 
his clothes. 
And woe unto them that are with child, and to them 
that give suck in those days! 
But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither 
on the sabbath day: 
For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be (vu. 16-21). 
Until that day when Israel shall be saved, there must come a 
time of reckoning. Their rejection of Messiah cannot go un-
punished. He will die upon the cross to which they con-
demned Him. However, He will rise from death and the grave, 
and return to establish His Kingdom. But before He sets up His 
Kingdom, the nation which rejected Him must be penalized 
for that rejection. 
l 
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Presently we are in the Christian age, or Church age, a 
period in which God is visiting the Gentiles and taking out a 
people for His name. These make up Christ's true Church. 
One of these days Christ will come in the air to catch away His 
Church (I Thessalonians 4: 13-18). This coming event is immi-
nent, that is, it can occur at any time. 
Immediately following the Rapture, the seven-year period 
of the Tribulation will commence, that period in which the 
Man of Sin shall reign on the earth. It is identified in our 
chapter as, 
... great tribulation ... (vs. 21). 
... the tribulation ... (vs. 29). 
Christ leaves no doubt as to the time when Israel shall pass 
through her affliction. He said, 
When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desola-
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy 
place, (whoso readeth, let him understand;) (vs. 15). 
I see only one interpretation of these words of our Lord. 
They are predictions about the end of the Jewish age, leading 
up to Messiah's coming to the earth to establish His millennial 
reign, and they are still future. His statement cannot be re-
garded as fulfilled prophecy. It is predictive, setting forth the 
proper perspective of certain well known Old Testament 
prophecies which will be fulfilled following our current Church 
age. The prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 refers to the seventieth 
week of the seventy weeks, or the last seven years of the 490 
years. It will be the time of Jacob's trouble (Jeremiah 30:5-7), 
the day of Israel's travail (Isaiah 66:5-16), for at the close of the 
Tribulation the nation will experience a new birth, a birth from 
above (Romans 11:25-27). The prophet Joel depicts that day 
as one of destruction (Joel 1:15), and of darkness (Joel2:1, 2). 
The nation will experience unprecedented suffering. The 
judgments described in the Book of the Revelation present a 
clear picture of Israel's sufferings in that day. True, the terrors 
of the judgments convulse the whole earth, but especially the 
land of Judea (Matthew 24: 16 cf. Zechariah 14:2). 
There are those who teach that the disciples were repre-
sentative men of the Church, and not of Israel, and that the 
9 
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Church will be on earth in the days of the Man of Sin, be 
involved in the Tribulation, and continue on earth until the 
Son of Man appears and the King establishes His Kingdom. 
But a consistent interpretation of Matthew 24 will show that 
the Church is not included in the Olivet Discourse. The objects 
of Christ's concern in His lament are "Jerusalem" and her 
"children" (Matthew 23:37), notthe Church. The judgment in 
verse 38, "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate," has 
reference to the temple, for immediately we read, ''And Je·sus 
went out, and departed from the temple" (Matthew 24:1). 
That was Christ's judicial departure from the temple, the 
Jewish temple, which of course included the city and the 
nation itself. 
But the Lord made it clear that there would come the glad 
day of His return, and that between His rejection of them and 
His return to them, there would be an undetermined interval 
of time. ''Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Matthew 
23:39). He would come again, and in that day of His coming, 
Israel would recognize Him and receive Him. 
We are presently in the undetermined interval of time be-
tween Christ's two advents. This is the period in which God is 
saving individual men and women who will receive His Son. It 
is the day of salvation for any and all who will choose to be 
saved by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. If you 
have not made Him your choice, do so at once. 
Up to this point, we have observed the prophetic signifi-
cance of this chapter in its relation to Israel. We have seen, 
moreover, that the setting of the chapter, namely, those events 
and remarks by Christ immediately before and following the 
Olivet Discourse, are Jewish. Having been rejected as the 
Messiah by the Jewish leaders, Jesus pronounced a judicial 
blindness upon that nation. He then proceeded to predict a 
time of unprecedented tribulation to come upon Israel after 
which He would return to be recognized and received b~ them 
and to reign over them. 
All of this aroused in the disciples an intense desire for 
information as to the duration of that period of Israel's suffer-
~. 
ing and desolation, which would terminate with Christ's sec-
ond advent and the establishment of His Kingdom. And so 
they asked Him, 
. .. What shall be the sign of Thy coming ... ? (Matthew 
24:3) 
This brings us to a consideration of 
THE "SIGN" IN THIS CHAPTER 
It follows quite naturally that we should discuss the term 
"sign" as it is used in this discourse of our Lord. The second 
question of the disciples had to do with the "sign" of Christ's 
coming, and the full consummation of the age (vs. 3). Further 
on in the chapter Christ says, "And then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man in heaven ... " (vs. 30). 
Now what are we to learn from the use of the term sign? 
Simply this, that the matters in this chapter relate to the nation 
Israel. Here we see the close relation between the sufferings in 
the chapter and the sign in the chapter. 
Israel was in a peculiar and distinct sense the sign nation. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, "For the Jews require a sign" (I 
Corinthians 1:22). Among the numerous signs in the Bible, 
associated with the Jews, four significant ones stand out prom-
inently because of their connection with the Messiah: 
First, there is the sign of Christ's virgin birth: 
And he said, Hear ye now, 0 house of David; ls it a 
small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my 
God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Be-
hold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:13, 14). 
Second, there is the sign of Christ's vicarious death: 
They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou 
then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou 
work? 
Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written , 
He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 
Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven, but my 
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven . 
For the bread of God is he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 
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I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever; and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the 
life of the world (John 6:30-33, 51). 
Third, there is the sign of Christ's victorious resurrection:. 
Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign 
shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these 
things? 
Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this tem-
ple, and in three days I will raise it up. 
Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple 
in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 
But he spake of the temple of his body. 
When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disci-
ples remembered that he had said this unto them; and 
they believed the scripture, and the work which Jesus 
had said (John 2:18-22). See also Matthew 12:38, 39; 
16:1-4. 
Fourth, there is the sign of Christ's visible return: 
... What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end 
of the age (Matthew 24:3). 
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory (Matthew 24:30). 
Here are four signs, all of them associated with Jesus Christ 
and the Divine plan of salvation. They relate to four major 
biblical doctrines which are necessarily a part of true Christol-
ogy. But these signs were not given to Gentiles; they were 
given to Jews. Thus, Israel has been in a unique sense the sign 
nation. I am merely pointing out here that the "sign" in 
Matthew 24, as in other passages, is Jewish, and therefore it 
has no direct bearing upon the Church. The Church is not in 
Matthew 24. 
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